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The importance of bioaccessibility in assessing pollutant availability


[bookmark: _GoBack]Most soil quality guidelines, laboratory testing methods and risk assessments are based on the total concentration of contaminants, but that would not be the actual bioavailable concentration. Methods have long been developed to know the fraction to which different elements are associated (e.g. Tessier extractions), but they do not give an accurate estimate of what would be absorbed by humans.  Therefore, bioaccessible tests have been developed in recent years to estimate the fraction of a substance that is soluble in the gastrointestinal environment and is available for absorption. During the seminar it will be define what is bioaccessibility, the different methods to measure it, geochemical properties that might influence it, its importance for risk assessment and show some results we obtained in some studies that we carried out.
